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The intended reader of this text is typically a last-year undergraduate, a graduate student in economics, or a researcher. People in connected fields (sociology, geography, urban planning, regional science, transportation, etc.) as well as policy makers with some background in economics should also be interested, especially in the last part of the book. Indeed, the techniques used in this book are not complicated and are now quite standard, and the main requirement is to be interested in the issues and have a good ability to use simple models and algebraic manipulations. I have homogenized the different models and the different chapters of this book by using the same notations and the same type of approach throughout. So the reading should be quite smooth. I have also included various appendices, which should help the reader understand the different chapters.
This book is the outcome of my research, which started twenty years ago. It has thus been a long time in the making. In August 1987, when I finished my master's degree in economics and econometrics at Université de Paris 10 (Nanterre), I was looking for a possible dissertation topic for a PhD. I had the chance to meet Gerard Ballot, professor at Université Pantheon-Assas (Paris 2), who suggested that the analysis of spatial labor markets could be an interesting and challenging topic. I decided to embark on this journey, having for sole reference the seminal paper of Harris and Todaro published in American Economic Review in 1970. In my dissertation, I studied the spatial aspects of labor markets, from both a theoretical and empirical perspective. I then met Jacques Thisse, professor at CORE in Belgium, who really taught me how to do research. My intellectual debt to him is immense. We wrote several articles together on the theory of local labor markets, some of which are included in this book. Jacques introduced me to Masahisa Fujita and xi Tony E. Smith, the leaders of the regional science group at the University of Pennsylvania. As a junior researcher, working in 1995 with Masa and Jacques, two well-established urban economists, was a very challenging experience for me. I learned a great deal from this collaboration. My meeting with Tony E. Smith was also decisive. He taught me about the rigor of mathematics and how to prove theorems. Simplicity, kindness, and complexity are certainly good ways of describing Tony. At that time, I also worked with Marcus Berliant, who taught me mathematical tools I had never heard of before, such as differential topology. Diving into the world of general equilibrium, with its infinite dimensions and manifolds, was a very important experience. It helped me understand how a general equilibrium is calculated and how one proves its existence and uniqueness. I then collaborated with Jan K. Brueckner, who helped me fathom how to write simple models in order to capture complex economic situations. After having had these different mentors, I was able to work on my own and collaborate with younger researchers. One of these researchers was particularly important to me: Antoni Calvó-Armengol. I met him in 1998, when we were both researchers at Centre d'Enseignement et de Recherche en Analyse Socio-Economique (CERAS) in Paris. Even though Toni was very young (nine years younger than me), I was extremely impressed by his energy, curiosity, creativity, and way of solving complicated mathematical problems. He taught me how to use the "right" model for the "right" question. He also introduced me to graph and social network theory, which is an important part of my research today. We published eight papers together, and we still have papers in progress. I was very close to him. Unfortunately, he tragically died at the age of 37 on November 3, 2007. I will miss him immensely. Two younger researchers have also influenced me: Etienne Wasmer and Eleonora Patacchini. Etienne has basically introduced me to search-matching theory. Thanks to Eleonora I am now writing a lot of empirical papers. Our endless discussions on how to write a model that can be tested have helped me think differently about theory.
I have also gained enormously from research collaborations with (in alphabetic order): OlofÅslund, Coralio Ballester, Gérard Ballot, Philippe Batifoulier, Harminder Battu, Marcus Berliant, Alberto Bisin, Nicolas Boccard, Jan K. Brueckner, Antonio Cabrales, Antoni Calvó-Armengol, Joan de Martí, Chengri Ding, Louis Eeckhoudt, Masahisa Fujita, Frédéric Gannon, Pieter Gautier, Laurent Gobillon, Florence Gofette-Nagot, Jonathan Hamilton, Mohamed Jellal, Maurice Kugler, JohnÖsth, Eleonora Patacchini, Stephen Ross, Maria Saez-Marti, Paul Seaman, Harris Selod, Anna Sjögren, Tony
